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Riley Awards Grants for Water Improvements in Dale County
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley awarded two Community Development Block Grants totaling $794,220 for water system improvements that will benefit 356 residents of Dale County.  


A $400,000 grant to the Dale County Commission will fund a water system extension along portions of county roads 14 and 21 and Alabama 27. The town of Napier Field will use a $394,220 grant to replace deteriorating water lines.
“Community Development Block Grants enable communities to undertake vital projects that local governments would otherwise be unable to afford,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support these projects to provide a better quality of life in Napier Field and other parts of Dale County.”

Napier Field officials say cast-iron water lines constructed in the early 1940s when the town was an Army base are leaky and corroded, leading to inadequate water pressure and a 20 percent water loss. Buildings were constructed over water mains in the central part of town, making it difficult to repair pipe breaks without damaging private property. To provide a more reliable source of water for 207 residents, the town will replace the cast-iron water lines with longer-lasting PVC pipes and relocate the water mains underneath public streets. New fire hydrants will be installed to improve fire protection. Streets included in the project are Banner, Headquarters, Cadet, Broadway, Atlantic, State, Central, Base, Pacific and Flightline Drive.
For years, Dale County residents who live along portions of county roads 14 and 21 and Alabama 27 have relied on shallow private wells for water. Residents complain that their water has a foul taste and odor, and tests have discovered coliform bacteria present in several of the wells. The project will extend water lines to provide a safe, reliable source of water to the 149 residents living in the project area. New fire hydrants also will be installed.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the awards from funds made available by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

Riley notified Chairperson Eunice Hagler of the County Commission and Mayor Greg Ballard of Napier Field that the grants had been awarded. 
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