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Riley Awards $333,000 to Extend Water Service in Houston County
MONTGOMERY— Many residents in central Houston County soon will have access to a safe, reliable water source thanks to a $333,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.   


 Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant to the Houston County Commission to extend water service to 66 households along portions of Cosby Road, South Rocky Creek Road and Antioch Church Road. The project will benefit 167 residents who have relied on private wells, some of which are contaminated with harmful bacteria.

“Community Development Block Grants enable communities to undertake vital projects that local governments would otherwise be unable to afford,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support Houston County’s efforts to bring reliable public water service to these residents.”

A water-quality study commissioned by the county found harmful coliform bacteria present in some of the wells. Because the wells use electric pumps, residents are unable to obtain water during power outages. 

The project will involve the installation of 20,750 feet of six-inch water line to the project area. Workers also will install 21 fire hydrants in the project area, giving residents fire protection. The city of Ashford’s water system will maintain the lines for the Cosby Road portion of the project, and the Houston County Water Authority will maintain the lines placed along South Rocky Creek and Antioch Church roads. 
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community is administering the award from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
Riley notified Mark Culver, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $88,827 have been committed to the project.
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