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Riley Awards Grant to Help Rebuild Bullock County 23
MONTGOMERY— The current condition of Bullock County 23 gives literal meaning to the term “rocky road.” It features enough potholes, ridges and dips that area residents compare driving on it to riding a rollercoaster.

Gov. Bob Riley is smoothing the path with a $267,000 Community Development Block Grant to help the county reconstruct 7.61 miles of the paved county road. County officials estimate the total project cost to be more than $1.53 million, with $1.2 million coming from federal funds available through the Alabama Department of Transportation and $67,014 from the county.
“Community Development Block Grants enable local governments to undertake vital projects that communities would otherwise be unable to afford,” Riley said. “I commend Bullock County officials for taking steps to eliminate a significant safety hazard.”

Bullock County 23, used by commuters traveling to and from Macon County, averages 310 vehicles daily, according to the county.  The road was constructed in 1952 and has not received major improvements since the 1970s. Numerous potholes, cracks and dips make two-way traffic impossible since the road is too narrow for drivers to dodge holes without veering from their own lanes. Drivers who fail to slow down in time to avoid the road hazards often sustain vehicle damage. County officials say many of the 62 residents who must use the road daily have expressed serious concern about their safety. 

The project will involve plowing up the existing pavement, widening the road from 20 to 22 feet and resurfacing the new roadbed. County officials expect the reconstructed road to provide a safe, smooth ride for 40 years.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant which Riley awarded from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

Riley notified Ronald Smith, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been approved.
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