[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Thursday, Nov. 13, 2008








Mike Presley












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Awards $270,435 to Provide Sewer Service 

for 86 Residents in Sumiton
MONTGOMERY— For years, residents of Sumiton’s Westbrook neighborhood have had to rely on faulty and potentially hazardous septic tanks for their sewage needs. Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $270,435 grant to eliminate the potential health hazard by extending sewer lines to the neighborhood.

The city will use the Community Development Block Grant to connect 34 houses to the city’s sewage system, which will benefit 86 residents, the majority of whom have low or moderate incomes.


“CDBG awards enable communities to undertake vital projects that local governments might not otherwise be able to afford,” Riley said. “This grant will improve the quality of life in Westbrook by providing a basic public service that many of us take for granted.”



City officials say a survey found that 86 percent of residents in the neighborhood reported having reoccurring problems with their septic tanks. The problems include untreated wastewater seeping into the ground and raw sewage overflowing into yards and ditches.

Sewer lines will be installed along Westbrook, Scurlock and Johnson streets as well as 1st Avenue. The city also will destroy the private septic tanks and connect each house to the sewer system at no cost to homeowners.


The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

Riley notified Mayor Harry Lee “Petey” Ellis Jr. of the grant’s approval. Local matching funds of $111,000 have been committed to the project.
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