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Riley Awards $250,000 to Strengthen Autauga Community  
MONTGOMERY— Randy Powell’s home hospitality is about to end, and he has Gov. Bob Riley to thank for it. 

For years Powell’s front porch has served as an informal community center for Autauga County’s Vida community, but a $250,000 Community Development Block Grant awarded by Riley will provide a new gathering place for residents. An official community center will be constructed to accommodate a variety of local functions. 

“Alabama’s rural communities are blessed with hardworking and generous people,” Riley said. “I believe this community center will fortify an already strong community, and I am pleased to play a role in this project.” 
The 3,200-square foot center will include a stage-like porch at the entrance, a main community room, kitchen, restrooms and a storage area. It will be available for numerous functions including meetings, special events and benefits. 
CDBG awards help develop viable communities by providing decent housing, a suitable living environment and expanded economic opportunities, principally for persons of low- or moderate-income.
 The program is administered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs with funds provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.
Riley notified Clyde Chambliss Jr., chairman of the Autauga County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Local support of $25,000 has been pledged for the project. 
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