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Riley Awards $400,000 to Expand Jackson County Water Service
MONTGOMERY—Jackson County’s goal of providing public water service for every resident is edging closer to reality thanks to a $400,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 

The Community Development Block Grant will be used to extend public water to the Estill Fork and Larkins Fork areas. For many residents, the new service will mean they no longer need to rely upon contaminated wells for their water supply. 

“Safe and dependable water is something that most of us take for granted, yet for these residents it is a daily struggle,” Riley said. “I am pleased to assist the county to provide more residents with this vital service.”

The grant will enable the Jackson County Water Authority to extend water lines north from the Swaim community to serve about 126 people living along county roads 9, 140 and 517. The new line also will be a link for future extensions. In 2005, Riley awarded $400,000 in CDBG funding to the county to extend the system to its current point. 

Riley notified James Tidmore, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been approved. A local match of $160,000 is being provided by the Jackson County Water Authority. 

Funding for the grant was made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant.
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