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Fort Payne, Rainsville Awarded Grants for Improvements
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a total of $927,000 to expand public services for residents in Fort Payne and Rainsville. 

A $500,000 grant awarded to Fort Payne will fund the replacement of 70-year-old water lines. Riley also awarded a $427,000 grant to provide sewer services in a section of Rainsville where many inhabitants rely on faulty private septic systems. Both grants are funded through the Community Development Block Grant program.  

“Community Development Block Grants enable small communities to undertake vital projects that local governments otherwise would be unable to afford,” Riley said. “These grants will provide vital public services that most of us take for granted.”

Fort Payne, which is supplying additional support worth $150,000, will replace deteriorated water lines along Godfrey and Tyler avenues and Fifth Street. The installation of larger, more durable lines will improve water services and fire protection for 334 residents and several schools and businesses. This is the second phase of an overall project to replace older and faulty lines within the water system.
The Rainsville grant will provide sewage services to 129 residents in the Woodridge Circle neighborhood. Poor drainage and rocky soils have caused nearly half of the private septic systems in the neighborhood to malfunction, according to city officials. The city is providing $127,000 for the project. 
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs administers the CDBG program from funds allocated to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The program is designed to strengthen communities by improving living environments and expanding economic opportunities, primarily for persons with low- to moderate-incomes. 

The governor notified Mayors William H. Jordan of Fort Payne and Donnie Chandler of Rainsville that the grants had been approved. 
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