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Riley Awards Grant to Battle Drugs in Covington County
MONTGOMERY—The 22nd Judicial Circuit Drug Task Force will continue working to enforce its motto of “Nothing Cooking in Covington County” thanks in part to a $130,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.
The members of the task force investigate, arrest and prosecute traffickers and users of illegal drugs and seek out and destroy clandestine laboratories used to “cook” drugs such as methamphetamine.
“Illegal drugs and increased crime go hand-in-hand,” said Riley. “I commend this task force for its hard work to protect Covington County residents from drug-related crime.”
The Sheriff’s Office, the Andalusia and Opp police departments and the District Attorney’s Office provide personnel for the task force while the cities of River Falls, Red Level, Florala and Lockhart contribute money or logistical support. The unit has been in operation since September 2000.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.

Riley notified Gregory B. White, chairman of the Covington County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $13,000 will supplement the award.
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