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Riley Grants Help Area Youth Avoid Drugs and Violence
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded seven grants totaling $237,981 to help youth in Autauga, Elmore, Lowndes and Montgomery counties avoid the dangers of violence and drug use.
A $35,000 grant will help the Montgomery Strategies To Elevate People Foundation provide an Academy of Performing Arts project for children ages 7-14. The goal of the program is to give children a creative outlet while teaching them to avoid drug use. Program participants receive training from Montgomery Ballet instructors or from a professional choral instructor.
The Family Guidance Center will receive a $38,500 grant for the Lowndes County Positive Family Connections Program and another $35,000 for a partnership with Big Brothers Big Sisters of South Central Alabama.. Lowndes County students in sixth, seventh and eighth grades, along with their parents, will learn ways to avoid drug use and violence. The other grant provides mentoring for Wetumpka Elementary School students who will be matched with a big brother or sister carefully selected from Wetumpka High School students.

The Montgomery Area Family Violence Program, part of the Family Sunshine Center, will use a $38,500 grant for the Second Step violence prevention program. The program will be offered to Montgomery 4th graders at Crump, Dannelly, Floyd, Halcyon, Hayneville Road, Harrison, Head, Highland Gardens, Johnson and McKee elementary schools.
The Council on Substance Abuse will receive a $32,999 grant for their Karate Project. The program will employ a curriculum called “Positive Action” to help elementary students from West Montgomery and Chisholm communities avoid alcohol, tobacco and other drugs. The project gives after-school karate lessons, teaching discipline, giving a place for positive social interaction and helping them set goals for higher achievement in the martial arts.
-MORE-

A $32,982 grant will enable Peers Are Staying Straight: the Noble Idea Inc. to work with Autauga County teens and their parents to reduce alcohol and prescription drug abuse. The organization also works with defendants in the Autauga County Teen Court and other youth whose behavior puts them at risk of becoming a future defendant.

The Second Chance Foundation will receive a $25,000 grant to continue a treatment program designed to rehabilitate students who have been expelled from Montgomery public schools for violations of law or behavioral codes. The foundation works with students age 11-17 who are referred by the school system. Youth are taught to change their attitude and behavior and avoid drug use and violence in order to be able to successfully reenter the school system.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Education.
Riley notified R. Lee Baugh, Jr. of the Montgomery S.T.E.P. Foundation, Sue Barrett of the Family Guidance Center, Jeanie Holloway of the Montgomery Area Family Violence Program, Henrietta MacGuire of the Council on Substance Abuse, Robert L. VanAlst of PASS: the Noble Idea and William B. Sellers of the Second Chance Foundation that the grants had been approved.
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