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Riley Grant to Help Fund Domestic Violence Task Force in Etowah
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $71,000 grant to help continue the work of a specialized law enforcement unit dedicated to reducing domestic violence in Etowah County.

The Etowah County Commission will use the funds for the Domestic Violence Crime Unit of the 
Sheriff’s Department. Three investigators comprise the task force which handles domestic violence and 
sexual assault cases. The unit also helps victims obtain court orders to protect them from their abusers.
“This task force helps send a message that domestic violence and sexual assault will not be tolerated,” said Riley. “I commend the unit for their dedication and service to victims.”
In addition to investigating cases and arresting offenders, the unit aids in prosecution and refers victims to appropriate community service organizations. In 2007, the unit handled more than 140 domestic violence cases.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.

Riley notified Willie Frank Brown, president of the County Commission, that the grant had been approved.
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