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Roanoke, LaFayette Awarded Grants for Improvements 
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $680,612 to fund major improvements within two east Alabama municipalities. 

Riley awarded a $435,800 grant to Roanoke to replace sewer system components in the southwestern part of the city. A $245,812 grant to LaFayette will enable the city to repair several streets and fix drainage problems. Both grants are funded through the Community Development Block Grant program.  

 “Community Development Block Grants enable communities to undertake vital projects that local governments otherwise would be unable to afford,” Riley said. 

The Roanoke project involves replacing sewer lines and a pump station along portions of about 13 streets. There are about 73 residences in the project area. Many of the existing lines, installed in the 1940s, are damaged or broken allowing sewage to seep out and ground water to infiltrate the system. 
CDBG funding awarded to LaFayette will be used to widen and resurface all or portions of First, Second, Third and Fourth streets, which city officials say have eroded edges and potholes. Drainage improvements also are planned to prevent future water damage to the streets. 
. The CDBG program is designed to strengthen communities by improving living environments and expanding economic opportunities, primarily for low- and moderate-income areas. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants with funds allocated to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development  
The governor notified Mayors Henry V. Bonner of Roanoke and Robert C. Finley of LaFayette that the grants had been approved. 
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