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Riley Awards Grants to Three Black Belt Communities 
MONTGOMERY— Public services in a section of Alabama’s Black Belt will be extended or upgraded thanks to $1.17 million in grants awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 

Riley awarded $500,000 to Thomasville, $375,000 to Pine Hill and $302,890 to Thomaston. The Community Development Block Grants will fund sewer improvements in Thomasville and Pine Hill and upgrade water lines in Thomaston.  
 “Community Development Block Grants enable small communities to undertake vital projects that local governments otherwise would be unable to afford,” Riley said. “These grants will provide important public services that most of us take for granted.”

Thomasville will use the funding to extend sewerage services to about 22 households in the Choctaw Corner area of the city and eliminate the discharge of raw sewage from private septic systems into the neighborhood and nearby streams. 
Pine Hill will expand its sewage lagoon and make other improvements to ensure the facility, cited for health infractions, comes under compliance with health laws.  
With its grant, Thomaston will replace a corroded water line to improve water service and fire protection for residents throughout the town. The upgrade will directly benefit 55 households that are connected to the existing iron water line, but frequent leaks and breaks in the pipe have disrupted service for the entire system. 
CDBG awards help develop viable communities by providing decent housing, suitable living environments and expanded economic opportunities, principally for persons of low- or moderate-income. Funding is provided by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The program is administered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs. 

The governor notified Mayors Sheldon Day of Thomasville, Harry Mason of Pine Hill and Terry Counselman of Thomaston that the grants had been approved. 
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