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Riley Grants Will Aid Victims of Domestic Violence, Child Abuse
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley awarded grants totaling $347,480 to assist victims of domestic violence and child abuse in central Alabama.


The grants were awarded to four nonprofit agencies that provide services to victims in Blount, Cullman, Jefferson and Shelby counties.


The Blount County Children’s Center is receiving a $42,535 grant to help children recover from sexual and physical abuse. As the only agency in Blount County that specializes in therapy for victims of abuse, the center also helps adults who were molested as children, domestic violence victims and victims of other traumatic crimes. 


A $92,699 grant will help the Bessemer Cut-off Advocacy Center reach out to children in west Jefferson County who have been physically or sexually abused.  The center offers a safe, child-friendly facility where various agencies work together to help child victims and family members who are not abusers.  Services include counseling and court preparation.

Victim Services of Cullman will use three grants totaling $132,949 to continue offering emergency shelter and a crisis hotline for victims of family violence and sexual assault.  The center also provides outreach services to the community to prevent domestic violence through education and information.

With a $79,297 grant, Owens House will assist child abuse victims in Shelby County. The center’s services include crisis counseling, investigative interviews in a child-friendly environment, information on victims’ compensation and support throughout the criminal justice process.


The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants which Riley awarded from funds made available by the U.S. departments of Justice and Health and Human Services.


Riley notified H. Wendell Ellis of the Blount County Children’s Center, Arthur Green of the Bessemer Cut-off Advocacy Center, Kenosha Davenport of Victim Services of Cullman and H.C. “Trey” Ireland of Owens House that the grants had been approved.
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