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Riley Awards Grant to Upgrade Ashland Police Cars
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $25,000 grant to help the Ashland Police Department purchase new equipment for police cars that will enable officers to spend more time patrolling and less time on paperwork.

The city will equip four patrol cars with laptop computers, printers, Global Positioning System units and driver’s license scanners. The new equipment will streamline the process of issuing and recording a traffic citation.  


“Police officers across Alabama put their lives on the line to protect and serve their communities,” Riley said. “I am pleased to assist Ashland in purchasing equipment that will help officers perform their jobs efficiently.”

When making a traffic stop, officers will use the new equipment to scan driver’s licenses, which will bring up a driver’s information on the computer screen. Officers will then enter citation information and print out a ticket to give to the driver. The GPS device pinpoints a patrol car’s exact location during traffic stops. 
The city also will purchase a computer server and wireless data communication devices to enable officers to transmit citation information to the police station. Allowing officers to submit citation information immediately from their patrol vehicles eliminates errors and delays that occur when paper records must be manually entered into the computer. 


The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant 
which Riley awarded from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Justice Department. 


Riley notified Mayor Terry Turner of the grant’s approval.
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