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Riley Awards $410,317 for Traffic Safety in Northwest Alabama
MONTGOMERY— Law enforcement agencies in nine northwest Alabama counties will continue their focus on traffic safety thanks in part to $410,317 in grants awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.
The North Alabama Highway Safety Office, located at Northwest Shoals Community College, will use the grants to coordinate traffic safety projects throughout the year. The safety office serves Colbert, Cullman, Franklin, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Limestone, Marion, Morgan and Winston counties.
“When I get to work each morning, the first thing I look at is the daily traffic statistics waiting on my desk,” said Riley. “I commend the dedicated law enforcement officers in this region for their efforts to keep Alabama roads safe.”
The grants support programs to prevent drinking and driving, promote the proper use of seat belts and child restraints and prevent road rage, speeding and other behaviors that can lead to vehicle crashes.
The nine-county region had 154 traffic-related fatalities in 2006, according to data from the University of Alabama’s CARE Research and Development Laboratory.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
Riley notified Dr. Humphrey Lee, president of Northwest Shoals Community College, that the grants had been approved.
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