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Riley Awards $276,149 for Regional Traffic Safety Efforts
MONTGOMERY—Law enforcement agencies in 14 counties in east and northeast Alabama will continue their focus on improving traffic safety thanks to grants awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 
Gadsden State Community College will receive $134,315 for the East Alabama Highway Safety Office. The office serves Calhoun, Chambers, Clay, Cleburne, Coosa, Randolph, Talladega and Tallapoosa counties.

The Etowah County Commission was awarded $141,834 for the Northeast Alabama Traffic Safety Office which provides support to Cherokee, DeKalb, Etowah, Jackson, Madison and Marshall counties.
Both offices coordinate traffic safety projects throughout the year and will use the grant money to pay overtime for officers to increase enforcement of seat belt and DUI laws. Efforts will be concentrated on high traffic periods including holiday weekends.

“I get the latest traffic statistics on my desk each morning,” said Riley. “I commend the many patrol officers who are putting in extra hours to protect those who travel Alabama roads.”

The grants also will help fund public information campaigns that promote the proper use of seat belts and child restraints and seek to prevent drinking and driving, road rage, speeding and other issues that can lead to vehicle crashes. 

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 
Riley notified Valerie Richardson, acting president of Gadsden State Community College, and J. Patrick Simms, chief executive officer of Etowah County, that the grants had been approved.
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