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Piedmont Receives Top Recognition for Seatbelt Enforcement 
City Also Awarded Grant for Police Equipment

MONTGOMERY— Considering driving through the town of Piedmont? Then you had better consider wearing a seatbelt.
The Calhoun County municipality was rated the best in the state for its performance in the recent Click it or Ticket campaign. 
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, which provides funding for the campaign, recognized the Piedmont Police Department today for its enforcement of seat belt and child restraint laws. ADECA officials presented an award to the department at a “Hands Across the Border” ceremony held at the Interstate 20 rest stop nearest the Alabama-Georgia state line. Law enforcement agencies from the two states are working together to target drunken driving. 
“The few seconds it takes to put on a seat belt can be the difference between life and death,” said ADECA Director Bill Johnson. “I commend Chief Steven Tidwell and the Piedmont Police Department for their dedication to the safety of the people of Piedmont.”
J’Varra McCall, a manager with ADECA’s traffic safety program, presented an award and certificate to Tidwell. Piedmont conducted extra patrols and issued 107 seat belt or child restraint citations during the campaign conducted from May 19 through June 1.

McCall said 261 Alabama law enforcement agencies participated in the campaign, and the police departments in Opelika and Haleyville ranked just behind Piedmont. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration sponsors the campaign.
--MORE--

Meanwhile, Piedmont’s police department received another boost when it was awarded a $22,358 grant to purchase computers for patrol cars. The grant, which is unrelated to their traffic safety rating, was awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. The computers will enable Piedmont police to have immediate access to up-to-date law enforcement data, including criminal background checks, automobile license plates and other pertinent information. Police can also complete reports and electronically provide that information to headquarters using the equipment. 
Riley notified Mayor Charlie Fagan that the grant had been awarded from funds made available to the state from the U.S. Department of Justice. ADECA is administering the grant.
The “Hands Across the Border” event coincides with the last weekend of the national “Drunk Driving: Over the Limit, Under Arrest” campaign. Law enforcement officials in all eight counties of Alabama’s east traffic safety region will be working overtime to stop drunken driving during Labor Day weekend. The east region includes Calhoun, Chambers, Clay, Cleburne, Coosa, Randolph, Talladega and Tallapoosa counties.
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