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Riley Announces Grant to Renovate Pavilion at Ditto Landing
MONTGOMERY—A pavilion at a Madison County park along the Tennessee River soon will get some sprucing up with the help of a $40,000 Land and Water Conservation Fund award announced by Gov. Bob Riley.

The Huntsville-Madison County Marina and Port Authority will use the grant to renovate the Kingston Pavilion at Ditto Landing, a 600-acre recreational complex on the Wheeler Reservoir of the river. 
“Outdoor recreational activities improve health and the quality of life for residents,” Riley said. “These renovations will enhance the public’s enjoyment of Ditto Landing.”


The pavilion, built in 1980, is an open-air structure used for parties, weddings, family reunions and company picnics. An enclosed portion of the pavilion houses offices for the complex’s managers. Over time, natural deterioration and water leaks have damaged the pavilion’s exterior. The renovations will include new roofing, painting and replacement of damaged wood on the building’s exterior. 
In addition to picnics, recreational activities available at Ditto Landing include fishing docks, walking trails, a marina and campground. 
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the award. Riley informed Wallace Kirkpatrick, president of the Marina and Port Authority, that the grant had been approved. Local matching funds of $40,000 are being contributed for the project.

The LWCF program was created by Congress in 1967 to help states develop and preserve outdoor recreational facilities. 
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