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Riley Awards Grant to Help Manufacturers Save Energy 
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $50,000 grant to help Alabama manufacturers increase their energy efficiency, improve their bottom line and keep more Alabamians employed.


The University of Alabama in Huntsville will use the grant to establish the Alabama Industry Energy Efficiency Program. The program will help Alabama manufacturers identify ways to reduce production costs by making changes that lower energy costs. It also will promote assistance programs offered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to help organizations make energy-saving changes.
“Manufacturing is a vital component of Alabama’s diverse economy, and Alabama manufacturers must continue to adopt new methods and techniques to remain competitive in the global marketplace,” Riley said. “This program will help manufacturers boost their profits by making the same products with less energy.”
The program will produce and distribute materials to manufacturers about the benefits of alternative energy sources such as biomass or reclaimed steam. In addition, energy-efficiency training will be provided to field staff of the Alabama Technology Network, a group that helps companies improve their competitiveness and profitability. 

The grant also will increase the effectiveness of the Alabama Industrial Assessment Center. The center conducts on-site visits of small-to-medium sized manufacturers and recommends changes to cut energy costs and waste. The new program will contact companies after the visits to encourage them to make the changes. 


ADECA is administering the grant which Riley awarded from state funds. Riley notified 
Dr. David Williams, president of UAH, that 
the grant had been approved.
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