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Area Law Enforcement Agencies Seek to Reduce DUIs
Using Technology and a Partnership with Tennessee
HAZEL GREEN—Law enforcement agencies in northeast Alabama are using technology and a partnership with their southern Tennessee counterparts to keep motorists safe during the busy travel period leading up to Labor Day weekend. The “Hands Across the Border” partnership coincides with a nationwide “Drunk Driving: Over the Limit, Under Arrest” campaign that includes stepped-up enforcement of DUI laws. 
Bill Johnson, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, joined officers from approximately 15 area law enforcement agencies today at Hazel Green High School to kick off the campaign. 

“Every morning when Governor Riley gets to his office, the first thing he looks at is a report of traffic fatalities from the prior day” said Johnson. “Since he came to office in 2003, ADECA has provided more than $1.2 million for additional traffic safety programs in northeast Alabama. I am honored to support the dedicated law enforcement officers, from Alabama and Tennessee, who work hard to take dangerous drivers off our highways.”
At the kickoff news conference, the Alabama Department of Public Safety displayed a “BAT Mobile,” their latest tool in the war against drunken driving.  The “BAT Mobile” is a specially outfitted truck with equipment to test sobriety, video cameras to document the test, computers and all others items needed to arrest and process an impaired driver at the scene. The vehicle and equipment was purchased with an ADECA grant. ADECA is providing a total of nine such vehicles for use across the state.
--MORE--

Earlier this week, Col. J. Christopher Murphy, director of  Public Safety, thanked the governor and the Department of Economic and Community Affairs for providing the equipment. “We literally are placing the laboratory in the field. These ‘BAT Mobiles’ will allow state troopers to conduct roadside breath alcohol tests of suspected drunken drivers. This makes our troopers more effective in apprehending impaired drivers, and it saves time and money.” 

Another time saving device for officers, E-Citation equipment, also was demonstrated. The device allows officers to swipe a driver’s license and have the driver’s information appear on their computer screen. The officer then enters citation information on the computer and prints a copy of the ticket for the driver. The ticket information is sent electronically to the courts, eliminating the need for manual keying of the information from handwritten copies. The equipment is being purchased with ADECA grants.
The northeast Alabama region, which includes Cherokee, DeKalb, Etowah, Jackson, Madison and Marshall counties, had 42 alcohol-related traffic deaths in 2006, according to the latest information available from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and the U.S. Department of Transportation.

Alabama law enforcement agencies participating in “Hands Across the Border” and “Drunk Driving: Over the Limit, Under Arrest” events include the Northeast Alabama Traffic Safety Office, the Madison County Sheriff’s Office, the state Department of Public Safety and the police departments of Huntsville, Madison, New Hope, Owens Cross Road, Gurley, Skyline and Glencoe.

Tennessee participants include the Middle Tennessee Traffic Safety Office, Tennessee State Troopers, the Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office and multiple police departments.
The enforcement campaign runs from Aug. 15 through Sept.1 and will include checkpoints near the state line in cooperation with Tennessee officials.
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