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Riley Awards Grant to Battle Drugs in Tuscaloosa County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $228,354 grant to help law enforcement agencies continue the fight against illegal drugs in Tuscaloosa County.
The city of Tuscaloosa will use the grant to help fund the West Alabama Narcotics Task Force which investigates, arrests and prosecutes drug traffickers and users. The task force includes members from the Sheriff’s Department, the district attorney’s office and the Tuscaloosa, Northport and University of Alabama police departments.
“Illegal drugs are often closely associated with violent crime,” said Riley. “I commend the task force for making the safety of area residents their top priority.”
Task force officials estimate that half of the homicides committed in Tuscaloosa County are drug related. They say that crack cocaine is one of the most widely abused drugs and is a factor in both violent and non-violent crimes
Methamphetamine is another drug that presents a threat, officials said. Clandestine methamphetamine laboratories pose a danger, both in the drugs they produce and to the health and safety of law enforcement officers. To safely investigate these dangerous labs, the task force uses special equipment to protect officers and maintain compliance with Occupational Safety and Health Administration standards. 
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. Local matching funds of $228,354 will supplement the award.

Riley notified Tuscaloosa Mayor Walt Maddox that the grant had been approved.
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