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Opelika Police Ranked in Top Three  
for ‘Click It or Ticket’ Enforcement
MONTGOMERY— The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is recognizing the Opelika Police Department for its recent efforts to enforce seat belt and child restraint laws. An award will be presented at the Opelika City Council meeting on Tuesday, August 5.
From May 19 through June 1, law enforcement agencies around the state participated in a national “Click it or Ticket” enforcement campaign. The campaign increases law enforcement presence during the busy Memorial Day travel period in an effort to reduce the number of traffic injuries and fatalities. ADECA administers grants to help fund overtime pay for officers.
The Opelika Police Department was among the top three departments in the state based on a calculation that takes the amount of grant money received and divides it by the number of citations issued. The department received $3,126 in grant funding for extra patrols and issued 268 citations for seat belt or child restraint violations during the campaign.
“The few seconds it takes to put on a seat belt can be the difference between life and death,” said ADECA Director Bill Johnson. “I commend Chief Thomas Mangham and the Opelika Police Department for their dedication to the safety of the people of Opelika.”
J’Varra McCall, a manager with ADECA’s traffic safety program, will be presenting the award to Chief Mangham.

More than 261 law enforcement agencies in Alabama participated in the “Click it or Ticket” campaign. In addition to Opelika, the police departments of Piedmont and Haleyville were rated as top performing departments.
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