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Riley Awards Grant to Reduce DUIs in Northeast Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $25,375 grant to reduce the number of alcohol-related crashes in nine northwest Alabama counties.
The North Alabama Highway Safety Office, based at Northwest Shoals Community College in Muscle Shoals, will use the grant to pay overtime for law enforcement officers as they focus their efforts on removing drunken drivers from Alabama roads. The safety office serves Colbert, Cullman, Franklin, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Limestone, Marion, Morgan and Winston counties.
“Drunken driving is a dangerous crime that often leads to serious injury and loss of life,” said Riley. “I commend our officers for keeping Alabama roads safe.”
The grant will assist area law enforcement agencies as they participate in the national “Drunk Driving: Over the Limit, Under Arrest” campaign. Checkpoints will be used to check for sobriety as well as seat belt usage.
Data from the University of Alabama CARE Laboratory shows that this region had 973 alcohol-related crashes in 2006, the latest year for which data is available.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state through the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

Riley notified Humphrey Lee, president of Northwest Shoals Community College, that the grant had been approved.
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