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Riley Awards Grant to Lovelady Center
to Discourage Domestic Violence 

MONTGOMERY— Residents of a Birmingham center that helps female inmates re-enter society will receive additional aid thanks to a $20,000 grant from Gov. Bob Riley. 

The Lovelady Center will use the funding to expand its domestic violence counseling and prevention program. Many of the women who are sentenced to jail or prison come from backgrounds involving domestic abuse, according to counselors at the center. 
“We must strive to break the cycle of domestic violence and the harm it causes families,” Riley said. “This grant will help women avoid violent behavior whether they are offenders or victims.”

A domestic violence resource center will be created with the funds and classroom instruction will show residents how to refrain from or avoid domestic violence. Proper parenting skills also will be taught. Residents will learn to utilize local resources and advocacy programs when domestic violence situations occur. 

The Lovelady Center is a faith-based program that offers living quarters for women and their children while the women receive job training or other services to help them make the transition from prison inmate to private citizen. 

Riley notified Brenda Spahn, executive director of the center, that the grant had been approved. Local funding of $5,000 has been pledged for the project. 

The grant was awarded from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Resources. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 
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