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Riley Awards Grant to Give Juvenile Offenders

in St. Clair County a Second Chance
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $69,198 for a program that gives juvenile offenders in St. Clair County a chance to turn their lives around and avoid criminal activity. 
The grant will help the St. Clair Day Program provide its Juveniles Undergoing Strategic Training Involving Counseling and Education, or JUSTICE, program for 30 juveniles in the next year. JUSTICE helps participants develop positive changes in their behavior. 
“Drug abuse and criminal behavior quickly destroy once-promising futures,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this program that holds offenders accountable for their actions and helps them make the right choice to become productive citizens.”
Offenders are ordered to participate in the year-long program by juvenile court judges. Once in the daytime program, participants must submit to mandatory drug screenings, attend individual, group and family counseling sessions and complete 20 hours of community service. Academic services are provided including GED preparation, remedial math, English and reading courses. Program officials say that 85 percent of participants return to school, obtain their GED or get a job after completing the program.
JUSTICE also benefits taxpayers. The cost of placing a juvenile in the program is about $27 per day, compared to $95 per day for incarceration in a juvenile detention facility, program officials said. 


The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the 
grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice. 


Riley notified Stephanie Bain, president of the Day Program, that the grant had been 
approved.
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