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Riley Awards Grant for Suspension Deferral Program 

in Escambia County Schools
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $41,700 grant to the Escambia County Board of Education for a program that holds juvenile offenders accountable for their actions and helps them overcome their problems and change their behavior. 
The county’s Suspension Deferral Program serves as an alternative to suspending or expelling students from school and seeks to motivate them to continue their education.  It provides juveniles with specialized counseling that enables them to accept responsibility for their behavior and refrain from committing additional offenses. 

“This program helps troubled youth curb behaviors that can easily lead to dropping out of school and participating in further criminal activity,” Riley said. “I commend Escambia County officials for giving students a second chance and encouraging them to lead productive lives.”

Program participants are required to do community service work or obtain employment as a means to make restitution to victims or the community. Job coaches work with juveniles after-school and weekends on the community service projects.


The program, now in its fifth year, is housed at Escambia County and W.S. Neal high 
schools. 



The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant 
which Riley awarded from funds made available by the U.S. Justice Department. 



Riley informed William Hines, superintendent of the Escambia County school system, that 
the grant had been approved.
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