[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Friday, July 25, 2008








Mike Presley












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Awards $28,000 for Domestic Violence Shelter in West Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Domestic violence victims in five southwest Alabama counties will continue to find refuge when escaping abusive situations thanks in part to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 


The $28,000 grant will help Harriet’s House pay expenses associated with operating a 
secure emergency shelter for victims and their children in Choctaw, Clarke, Greene, Marengo and 
Sumter counties.


“Professional assistance plays a big role in helping victims recover from abuse,” Riley said. 
“By helping victims take the first steps toward rebuilding their lives, Harriet’s House provides an 
important service to communities in west Alabama.”
Harriet’s House has developed relationships with area law enforcement agencies, social service agencies and health-care providers to ensure victims receive adequate aid. The center puts victims in contact with other organizations that can help them find housing, develop job skills and get financial assistance.



The organization also provides support groups, counseling services and a 24-hour crisis 
hotline. 



The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant 
which Riley awarded from funds made available by the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services.


Riley notified Kelley Barnes, president of the organization’s board, that the grant had been 
approved. Matching funds of $7,000 have been committed by the organization.
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