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Riley Awards $146,541 to Aid Abuse Victims 
 in Mobile, Washington Counties
MONTGOMERY—Abuse victims, many of whom are involved in the criminal justice system for the first time, will continue to have access to professional assistance in Mobile and Washington counties thanks in part to a $146,541 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 
The grant will help Mobile-based Penelope House continue assisting abuse victims with legal proceedings through its Court Advocacy Program. 
“Advocates provide professional, compassionate assistance to help victims navigate the criminal justice system,” Riley said. “I commend Penelope House for assisting victims at a time when they need it most.”

Penelope House’s advocates review dockets and police reports and use crisis line referrals to identify victims who need services.  The advocates accompany victims to court and, if requested, assist victims in obtaining court orders to protect them from their abusers. Advocates also help victims obtain assistance offered by other community agencies such as housing and help finding a job.

The center provides other services to victims including an emergency shelter, counseling, a 24-hour emergency hotline and support groups.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of 
Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.


Riley notified Kathryn Coumanis, the center’s executive director, that the grant had been 
approved. Matching funds of $36,635 have been committed to the program. 
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