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Riley Grant Will Help Walker County Battle Illegal Drug Activity
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $100,000 grant to assist Walker County officials in their fight against illegal drugs.


The grant will help the Walker County Narcotics Enforcement Team continue investigating, arresting and prosecuting the distributors, sellers and users of illegal drugs in the county. The team uses undercover operations, informants and other techniques to build cases against drug offenders. 


“Drug dealers are not welcome in Alabama,” Riley said. “The work of the Narcotics Enforcement Team makes that message clear in Walker County by putting offenders behind bars.”


The task force works with local, state and federal agencies to reduce illegal drug use and distribution.  The team is currently focused on reducing the use of crack cocaine and the use and manufacture of methamphetamine, which is the county’s biggest drug problem according to task force officials. 
The unit also investigates cases involving the illegal use of prescription drugs. It maintains a database of forged or altered prescriptions from pharmacies and cooperates with federal agencies to investigate doctors suspected of prescribing painkillers to patients who are addicted to them.  

Riley notified Bruce Hamrick, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Local matching funds of at least $100,000 have been committed to the task force.


The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant 
which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice Department.
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