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Riley Awards Grant to Increase DUI Enforcement
MONTGOMERY—The Fourth of July weekend has law enforcement officers gearing up for a weekend safety blitz, and thanks to a $37,298 grant from Gov. Bob Riley, officers in seven Alabama counties will continue their traffic safety efforts during other peak travel times. 
The Birmingham Regional Highway Safety Office, located at Jefferson State Community College, will use the grant for overtime pay for police officers and sheriff’s deputies to increase patrols during busy travel times. The safety office serves Bibb, Blount, Chilton, Jefferson, Shelby, St. Clair and Walker counties.
“Drunken driving is a careless and dangerous act,” said Riley. “The increased presence of our brave law enforcement officers sends a message that intoxicated drivers will not be tolerated on Alabama roads.”
The funds will be used during the “Over the Limit, Under Arrest” enforcement campaign that occurs during the peak holiday travel period around Labor Day. Law enforcement agencies also will set up sobriety checkpoints as part of the campaign.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

Riley notified Dr. Judy Merritt, president of Jefferson State Community College, that the grant had been approved.
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