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Riley Awards Grant to Heflin for Energy Improvements
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $12,000 grant to the city of Heflin to improve energy efficiency at City Hall and the Civic Center gymnasium.
The city will use the grant to add insulation to the gymnasium and install more energy-efficient lighting and windows at City Hall.
“Improving energy efficiency not only creates savings for taxpayers, it also pays benefits by protecting our environment,” said Riley. “I am pleased to help Heflin make these improvements.”
By installing an adequate amount of properly designed insulation, less energy will be required to heat and cool the gym.  Double-paned windows will replace the old windows at city hall and should significantly reduce heating and cooling costs, according to data supplied by the U.S. Department of Energy.
Heflin also will change the current lighting system at city hall to one that produces an equivalent amount of light using smaller bulbs and less wattage. The new system can save up to 40 percent in energy usage compared to the old system, according to the Environmental Protection Agency. 

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant which Riley awarded from oil overcharge funds. Oil overcharge funds were awarded to Alabama and other states in the 1980’s as restitution from oil companies for violations of federal price controls.
Riley notified Mayor Anna L. Berry that the grant had been approved.
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