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Riley Awards Grant for Increased DUI Enforcement in East Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Law enforcement agencies are gearing up for a safety blitz during the Fourth of July weekend, and thanks to a $24,450 grant from Gov. Bob Riley, officers in eight east Alabama counties will continue their traffic safety efforts during other busy travel periods.
The grant to Gadsden State Community College will help the East Alabama Highway Traffic Safety Office increase enforcement of state DUI laws during the peak holiday travel period around Labor Day. The Traffic Safety Office serves Calhoun, Chambers, Clay, Cleburne, Coosa, Randolph, Talladega and Tallapoosa counties.
“Keeping motorists safe from irresponsible, drunken drivers is a top priority in Alabama,” said Riley. “I commend our law enforcement officers for their dedication to removing these dangerous drivers from our highways.”
The grant will be used to pay overtime funds for law enforcement agencies as they increase patrols during the upcoming “Drunk Driving: Over the Limit, Under Arrest” campaign. The enforcement campaign will also include sobriety checkpoints.
According to the University of Alabama CARE Laboratory, the top three causes of traffic-related deaths are lack of seat belt use, driving under the influence of alcohol and speeding. There were 607 alcohol-related crashes in the region in 2006, the latest year CARE data is available.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant which Riley awarded from funds made available by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
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