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Riley Awards Grant to Reduce Drug-Related DUIs
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $15,842 grant to help Alabama State Troopers reduce the number of traffic deaths caused by motorists driving under the influence of drugs.
The Alabama Department of Public Safety will use the grant to train and certify four state troopers as drug recognition experts. The 13-day training course, approved by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, will help law enforcement determine if an individual is under the influence of drugs other than alcohol while conducting a traffic stop. 
“Driving under the influence of drugs is just as dangerous as driving under the influence of alcohol,” said Riley. “This training will save lives by helping law enforcement officers remove dangerous drivers from our highways.”
Troopers will be taught methods to recognize the influence of drugs even if the driver shows low or zero alcohol levels from a breath test. The four troopers will be called in on traffic stops where drugged driving is suspected, and their classification as drug recognition experts will allow them to give expert testimony in court cases. The troopers will be stationed in Decatur, Montgomery, Mobile and at the training facility in Selma to ensure maximum statewide coverage.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant from the Alabama Traffic Safety Fund. This fund receives fines paid by individuals found guilty of driving without a license or with a suspended or revoked license, and the money is used for traffic safety purposes.
Riley notified Col. J. Christopher Murphy, director of the Department of Public Safety, that the grant had been approved.
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