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Riley Awards Grant for Montgomery County Sheriff’s Department
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley is helping the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Department purchase new equipment to enable deputies to better serve and protect residents.
A $47,928 grant will be used to purchase new .223-caliber patrol rifles that will be mounted inside each patrol vehicle, and officers will receive LED rechargeable flashlights with traffic wand attachments. Six patrol vehicles will be equipped with new spike strips and printers compatible with an electronic citation system. A trailer that detects speed and displays traffic safety messages for drivers will also be purchased.
“The equipment purchased with this grant will increase the safety and effectiveness of the brave men and women of the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Department,” said Riley. “I commend them for their dedication and hard work.”

The rifles will increase the amount of available firepower when officers respond to dangerous situations. The flashlights will be used in criminal patrol and traffic control operations. The trailer will be used for driver’s license checkpoints or to redirect traffic. When it is not being used for special events, the trailer can also be placed in school zones.
The Stinger Spike System will replace aged spike equipment. The system uses hollow spikes to penetrate all tire types. The design prevents blowouts while slowing a vehicle to a safer speed, allowing the driver to make a controlled stop, according to Federal Signal, the maker of the spike system.
Riley notified Todd Strange, chairman of the Montgomery County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Local matching funds of $47,928 will supplement the award.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the award with funds made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice.
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