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Riley Grant Helps Equip Sheriff’s Patrol Cars with Video Recorders 
MONTGOMERY—The Jefferson County Sheriff’s Department will install digital video recording systems in 24 patrol vehicles with help from a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.
The department currently has in-car video cameras installed in 75 patrol vehicles, and the $49,560 grant will bring that total to 99. 

“The men and women of the Sheriff’s Department put their lives on the line on a daily basis to protect the people of Jefferson County,” said Riley. “I am pleased to help the Sheriff’s Department obtain technology that enhances the safety of deputies and strengthens their ability to gather evidence.” 
The video systems allow deputies to monitor and record routine traffic stops, suspicious people and pursuits. They are also able to record conversations between officers and detainees. The footage can be used in legal proceedings and as a training tool.
The systems are also equipped with GPS tracking capabilities. If a suspect tosses evidence out the window during a pursuit, the deputy can note the GPS coordinates and relay that information to other deputies to retrieve the evidence.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.

Riley notified Bettye Fine Collins, president of the Jefferson County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Local matching funds of $49,560 will supplement the award.
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