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Riley Awards $78,062 to Assist Sexual Assault Victims in Six Counties
MONTGOMERY—Sexual assault victims in six central Alabama counties will continue to have a safe place to turn thanks in part to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.  
The $78,062 grant will help Montgomery-based Lighthouse Counseling Center provide assistance to victims through its Standing Together Against Rape program. Lighthouse assists victims in Autauga, Butler, Crenshaw, Elmore, Lowndes and Montgomery counties.
“Professional, compassionate care is something all victims deserve,” Riley said. “I commend the staff and volunteers at Lighthouse for providing a beacon of hope for victims as they begin the recovery process.”

  The center’s specially trained sexual assault nurse examiners are volunteer registered nurses who examine victims to collect crime evidence. The exams are conducted in a private facility to spare victims the stress of visiting a hospital emergency room where privacy may be limited and wait times are often lengthy.
The center also operates a 24-hour crisis hotline and provides individual and group counseling to victims and their families. Advocates from the program accompany victims to hospitals, police stations and court hearings. 


In 2007, the center served 731 victims through the STAR program. 



Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of 
Justice.
 The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.


Riley informed Douglas Lindley, the center’s executive director, that the grant had been 
approved. Matching funds of $19,516 will supplement the award.
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