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Riley Awards $112,500 for Radio Equipment to Improve 

Disaster Response in Escambia County
MONTGOMERY—With the 2008 hurricane season beginning, Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a grant to help the Escambia County Sheriff’s Office purchase equipment that will improve its ability to respond to natural disasters. 
The $112,500 grant will enable the office’s Disaster Program Preparedness Task Force to purchase new radio equipment. The equipment will allow communication in all areas of the county.


“Local law enforcement agencies perform vital services that ensure public safety during 
and after natural disasters,” Riley said. “I am pleased to help the Sheriff’s Office purchase this 
equipment to enable officers to communicate with each other throughout the county.”


Sheriff’s office officials said current communications equipment does not work in 
some geographical areas of the county. One area is the Dixie community, which was struck 
by a tornado in February. The lack of communication made rescue and recovery efforts in the area 
extremely difficult, officials said.


To eliminate the problem, the office will purchase digital equipment that will enable 
communication in “dead” coverage areas. The office also will purchase 25 digital two-way radios 
for patrol cars, 45 handheld radios for deputies and a generator to power the communications 
system during an electrical outage.  


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice 
Department. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the 
award.



Riley informed David Stokes, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been 
approved. Matching funds of $12,500 will supplement the award.
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