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Riley Awards Grant to Aid Sexual Assault Victims 

in Jefferson and Surrounding Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $105,031 grant for a program that assists sexual assault victims in Blount, Chilton, Jefferson, St. Clair and Walker counties. 
Crisis Center, a Birmingham-based nonprofit group, will use the grant to continue serving victims through its Rape Response program. 
“The trauma associated with rape can be debilitating to victims and their families,” Riley said. “This funding will help ensure that crucial services remain available.”

The center’s specially trained Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners perform victim exams in a private and confidential environment, and they collect evidence that may be used to convict offenders. The center also operates a volunteer medical advocacy program for rape victims who go to hospital emergency rooms. The advocates provide emotional support and information on services available at the Crisis Center.

 The Rape Response program includes individual counseling and support groups for victims and their children. Advocates are also available to accompany victims to court appearances. 

In 2007, 857 victims of sexual assault received assistance through the Rape Response program.


The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant 
which Riley awarded from funds made available by the U.S. Justice Department.


Riley notified Michael Falligant, the center’s executive director, that the grant had been 
approved. Matching funds of $32,822 will supplement the award.
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