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Riley Awards Grant to Fight Methamphetamine Production
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $430,900 grant to the Alabama Peace Officers Standards and Training Commission to continue a training course that helps law enforcement officers find and safely destroy methamphetamine labs. 
The training will include a 40-hour course for drug task force members across the state and a 16- hour training course for other first responders. 
“Methamphetamine labs pose many dangers to officers and the public due to toxic fumes, dangerous chemicals and the risk of fire and explosion,” said Riley. “Those who are fighting the manufacture of this illegal and harmful drug need thorough training to protect themselves and others.”
According to EMS Magazine, first responders face many health dangers when responding to incidents involving meth labs, including lung damage, chemical burns, skin and eye irritation, headaches, nausea and dizziness.

Once trained, officers also will work with community leaders and organizations to increase public awareness of the dangers of meth production.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the award from funds made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice.
Riley notified R. Alan Benefield, executive secretary of the Alabama POST Commission, that the grant had been approved.
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