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State to Recover Stolen Weatherization Grant Funds
MONTGOMERY—The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will recover $139,783 in grant funds awarded in 2002 and 2003 to improve the energy efficiency of low-income homes in Macon and Russell counties after the conviction of the area’s former weatherization coordinator. 

A Macon County jury found Woodrow Lane, the former weatherization coordinator at the Macon-Russell Community Action Agency, guilty of theft by deception on April 24 for falsely claiming that funds awarded through ADECA’s Weatherization Assistance Program had been used to make improvements to 52 homes. An on-site review by ADECA in December 2004 revealed that no weatherization work was performed at many of the homes and that several of the houses did not exist.

 
“ADECA is vigilant in ensuring that grant funds are used in the manner in which they are intended,” ADECA Director Bill Johnson said. “I commend ADECA staff members for discovering this discrepancy through our normal grant-monitoring procedures and District Attorney E. Paul Jones for prosecuting this case to ensure that taxpayer dollars are recovered.”

The guilty verdict means the full amount owed to ADECA will be repaid by a performance bond which the Community Action Agency took out as insurance for the grants. By relieving the Community Action Agency of its obligation to pay the money back over several years, the bond allows the agency to use its resources to benefit the community rather than repay debt. Weatherization projects for Macon and Russell counties have been administered by alternative agencies since the Community Action Agency gave up the program voluntarily in 2005. The Central Alabama Regional Planning and Development Commission currently administers weatherization projects for the counties. 
--More--

State to Recover Stolen Weatherization Grant Funds
The review by ADECA of the 52 homes in Macon and Russell counties found that 18 homes had no weatherization work performed and that 14 of the houses did not exist. The review also found that less work had been performed on the remaining homes than was reported and that the signatures of several homeowners had been forged. Lane walked out on the job when ADECA conducted the review.

ADECA staff members Kit Gallup, Claudia Smith and Wendy Hester assisted the district attorney’s office with the case. Gallup, who conducted the on-site review, and Hester, the department’s audit manager, testified during the trial. 

ADECA will return the repaid funds to the U.S. Department of Energy and Department of Health and Human Services, the original funding sources. Johnson said he will ask federal officials to set aside the money for future weatherization projects in Alabama. Johnson also said that residents who were victims of Lane’s actions would be given priority in applying for weatherization assistance if they are still interested and meet income eligibility requirements. 

Lane’s sentencing is scheduled for May 12. 
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