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Riley Grant Will Aid Domestic Violence Victims 
in Tuscaloosa County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $60,000 grant to the Tuscaloosa County Commission to support a specialized unit dedicated to helping domestic violence victims and prosecuting their abusers. 

The unit is a coalition of law enforcement and court officials called Law Enforcement Giving Immediate Options and Needed Services, or LEGIONS. The unit includes a prosecutor and three investigators who focus on domestic violence cases in the county.
“Domestic violence is a despicable act that affects far too many families in Alabama,” Riley said.  “I commend the members of this unit for their work to reduce domestic violence and provide a legal voice for victims.”

The group was created in 1996 to improve the criminal justice system’s response to domestic violence and provide victims with needed services.  Members of the coalition include the Tuscaloosa and Northport police departments, the Tuscaloosa County Sheriff’s Department and the district attorney’s office.
The partnership works with Turning Point, a local domestic violence shelter, to see that victims receive appropriate counseling and support.  LEGIONS also conducts public awareness campaigns to raise awareness of domestic violence and the services available to victims.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of 
Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.


Riley notified W. Hardy McCollum, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant 
had been approved. Matching funds of $20,000 have been committed to the unit.
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