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Riley Awards Grant to Boost Traffic Safety

in Baldwin, Escambia and Mobile Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $27,575 to improve highway safety in three south Alabama counties by increasing enforcement of laws targeting common causes of traffic-related injuries and deaths.
The grant will enable the Mobile County Commission’s Highway/Traffic Safety Division to continue coordinating law-enforcement efforts to reduce injuries and deaths along highways in Baldwin, Escambia and Mobile counties. The enforcement effort will target speeding, drunk driving and failure to wear a seat belt: the three most common causes of highway injuries and deaths in the three-county area, according to the Highway/Traffic Safety Division. 
 “Those who choose to drive while under the influence of drugs or alcohol needlessly endanger their lives and the lives of innocent motorists,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to support this effort to get dangerous and irresponsible drivers off the road.”

The grant will pay overtime wages for police officers to intensify enforcement of speeding, seat belt and DUI laws during Memorial Day weekend and other high-traffic periods. Local police departments also will set up DUI and seat belt checkpoints.

In 2006, the latest year for which complete data is available, vehicle crashes resulted in 4,193 injuries and 147 deaths in the three counties, according to the Critical Analysis Reporting Environment Research and Development Lab at the University of Alabama.



The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant 
which Riley awarded from funds made available by the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration. Riley informed Stephen Nodine, president of the County Commission, that the 
grant had been approved.
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