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Riley Awards $181,546 to Battle Illegal Drugs in Marshall County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded an $181,546 grant to the Marshall County Commission to support the fight against illegal drugs in the county. 
The grant will help the Marshall County Drug Enforcement Unit continue investigating and arresting users, sellers and distributors of illegal drugs. 
“Illegal drugs are a scourge on our communities,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support the Drug Enforcement Unit’s work to reduce the threat posed by illegal drugs.”

Task force officials say they will focus on reducing the distribution of methamphetamine by finding and destroying local labs that make the drug and breaking up trafficking networks that bring the drug from Mexico. 

Undercover operations are conducted to disrupt the distribution of crack cocaine, marijuana and prescription drugs obtained fraudulently. The unit often participates in joint drug investigations with federal and state agencies as well as drug task forces in other counties. The unit also will participate in the FBI’s new Safe Streets Task Force, which combats gang and drug trafficking in northeast Alabama. 
The unit is a joint effort of Marshall County’s law enforcement agencies. Participating agencies include the district attorney’s office, the county Sheriff’s Office and the police departments of Albertville, Arab, Boaz, Grant and Guntersville.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant which Riley awarded from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Justice Department.

Riley notified Douglas Fleming, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Local funds of $181,546 have been committed to the unit.
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