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Riley Awards Grant for Traffic Safety in Southwest Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $16,625 to the Alabama Tombigbee Regional Commission for an effort to reduce traffic injuries and deaths in eight counties in southwest Alabama.


The grant will enable the commission’s Highway Safety Office to provide overtime funds to area police and sheriff’s departments for increased enforcement of traffic safety laws. The office works with law enforcement agencies in Choctaw, Clarke, Conecuh, Dallas, Marengo, Monroe, Washington and Wilcox counties.
“This program saves lives and prevents injuries by taking irresponsible drivers off our highways and encouraging the use of seat belts and child safety seats,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support the efforts of our law enforcement officers to make Alabama’s highways safer.”


The extra patrols will occur during high traffic periods including Memorial Day and Labor Day weekends. The patrols will focus on curtailing drunken driving, speeding and other causes of vehicle crashes. Law enforcement agencies will also set up seat belt and DUI checkpoints as part of the effort.

The safety office also will promote the use of seat belts and child safety seats by participating in health and safety fairs in the region and by distributing information at area schools and child-care centers.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is 
administering the awards.



Riley notified John Clyde Riggs, the commission’s executive director, that the grants had 
been approved.
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