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Riley Grant Will Aid Fight Against Illegal Drugs in Colbert County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $118,709 grant to the Colbert County Commission to support a specialized law enforcement unit dedicated to fighting illegal drugs in the county.
The grant will help the Colbert County Drug Task Force continue identifying, arresting and prosecuting traffickers, sellers and users of illegal drugs. 
“This pooling of resources and personnel by Colbert County law enforcement agencies has proven effective in the fight against illegal drugs,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support the work of the Drug Task Force to curtail the distribution of illegal drugs and reduce drug-related crime.”
The task force uses a variety of methods to investigate and arrest drug dealers and break up drug trafficking rings. Agents focus on cocaine, marijuana, methamphetamine and the abuse of prescription drugs, which task force officials say are the biggest drug problems in the area. Now in its 17th year, the unit has investigated 188 cases since June 2007.
The unit is made up of representatives from several law enforcement agencies in the county, including the police departments of Cherokee, Leighton, Littleville, Muscle Shoals, Sheffield and Tuscumbia. The district attorney’s office and county sheriff’s department also participate in the task force.



The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant 
which Riley awarded from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Justice Department. 



Riley notified Troy Woodis, chairman of the County Commission, that the grant had been 
approved. Local matching funds of $118,709 have been committed to the task force.
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