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Riley Awards $75,000 to Help Washington County Plant

Convert Wood Waste into Energy
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $75,000 to help a chemical plant in Washington County save energy by using an alternative fuel source. 

The grant will reimburse interest payments on a wood-fired biomass system for the Ciba Specialty Chemicals plant in Washington County. Destin Energy of Montgomery will design, construct, install and operate the new system which burns wood waste to heat boilers that provide energy for the plant.
“The use of renewable fuel sources reduces our demand for imported oil and benefits Alabama consumers,” Riley said. “By using wood chips to provide power, Ciba will save energy and money.”

The system is expected to save the Ciba plant approximately $858,700 annually in utility costs. The boiler will use wood chips and other waste left by logging crews within a 100-mile radius of the facility.

The plant manufactures more than 50 chemical additives used in many industries, including paper, automotive and steel.


The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs’ Energy, Weatherization and Technology Division provides interest subsidies up to $75,000 for loans to finance qualified commercial, industrial or government biomass projects. The program is designed to reduce the use of fossil fuels.


Riley awarded the grant from the state oil overcharge fund which is supported with money awarded to Alabama and other states in the 1980s as restitution from oil companies for violations of federal price controls. Riley informed Thomas Saunders of Destin Energy that the grant had been approved.
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