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Riley Awards Grant for Memorial Day Traffic Safety Enforcement
MONTGOMERY—Law enforcement in seven central Alabama counties will increase patrols during peak travel times thanks in part to a $36,189 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.
The Birmingham Regional Highway Safety Office will use the grant to coordinate law enforcement efforts to increase safety belt usage, slow down speeders and arrest those who choose to drive under the influence of alcohol or drugs. The safety office, based at Jefferson State Community College, covers Bibb, Blount, Chilton, Jefferson, Shelby, St. Clair and Walker counties.
“An increased law enforcement presence is a strong reminder to drive safely on Alabama roadways,” said Riley. “I am pleased to support this effort to save lives by removing dangerous drivers from our highways.”
The increased patrols are being implemented in conjunction with the national “Click It or Ticket” campaign which runs from May 19 through June 1. The grant will help pay overtime expenses for more than 30 participating law enforcement agencies.
Riley awarded the grant with funds made available to the state through the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.

Riley notified Dr. Judy Merritt, president of Jefferson State Community College, that the grant had been approved.
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