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Riley Awards Grant for Memorial Day Traffic Safety Enforcement
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $28,025 grant to improve safety along roads in northwest Alabama by targeting the most common causes of traffic deaths.
The North Alabama Highway Safety Office, located at Northwest Shoals Community College, will pay overtime funds for law enforcement agencies to step up enforcement of traffic safety laws as part of the “Click it or Ticket” campaign in Colbert, Cullman, Franklin, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Limestone, Marion, Morgan and Winston counties. The campaign encourages drivers and passengers to use their seat belts to reduce injuries and fatalities in traffic crashes.
“Increased law enforcement presence during busy travel times takes speeders and reckless drivers off the roads and reminds other motorists to buckle up and obey our traffic laws,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this campaign to save lives on Alabama’s highways.”
The latest data for the nine-county region found that 154 persons died in 2006 because they failed to properly wear their seat belts, according to the University of Alabama’s CARE Research and Development Laboratory.
Approximately 50 law enforcement agencies in the region are working overtime during the May 19-June 1 campaign to increase enforcement of seat belt, speeding and DUI laws. Seat belt checkpoints are part of the campaign.

Riley awarded the grant with funding made available to the state through the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the award.
Riley notified Dr. Humphrey Lee, president of Northwest Shoals Community College, that the grant had been approved.
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