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Riley Grant will Assist Sexual Assault Victims with Disabilities
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $29,632 grant to improve assistance available to sexual assault victims with physical or mental disabilities in northwest Alabama.
The Shoals Crisis Center will use the grant to tailor services offered through its Rape Response program to meet the needs of victims with disabilities in Colbert, Franklin, Lauderdale, Lawrence and Marion counties. 
“Victims deserve access to professional assistance in their time of need,” Riley said. “I commend the dedicated staff of the Crisis Center for adapting their programs to help all sexual assault victims in their area.”

The Crisis Center will provide training in meeting the needs of disabled victims to the staff 
and volunteers who answer the 24-hour crisis line and respond to local hospitals to offer emotional 
support, information, advocacy and referrals to victims.  Police and medical personnel, who are 
often the first to respond to a victim, also will receive specialized training from the center.
To make information about sexual assault and victims’ rights more accessible to people with disabilities, the center will purchase booklets and brochures in various formats including audio, video, Braille and picture books. 

The center also will focus on raising awareness of sexual assault and the assistance offered to 
victims by conducting educational sessions at organizations that primarily serve people with 
disabilities.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice 
Department. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the 
award.



Riley informed Patricia Zeff, president of the center’s board, that the grant had been 
approved. Matching funds of $7,408 will supplement the award.
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