[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Wednesday, April 9, 2008







Mike Presley












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Awards $19,593 to Support Family Members of 

Child Abuse Victims in Morgan County
MONTGOMERY—Professional assistance will continue to be available to families of child abuse victims in Morgan County thanks in part to a grant recently awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 

The $19,593 grant will support the Morgan County Child Advocacy Center’s Family Advocacy program. Through the program, the center provides services to parents and caregivers not involved in the abuse.


“Child abuse is a devastating crime that has a lasting impact on victims and their families,” Riley said. “I commend the Child Advocacy Center for helping victims and family members at a time they need it most.”


The center started the program in June 2007 as a way to support and stay in touch with 
family members who bring their children to the center for investigative interviews. During the 
victims’ initial interview, a family advocate meets separately with families to provide 
information about the investigative process and answer questions. The advocate also provides 
referrals to the center’s crisis counseling program and other community resources that may help 
victims, such as housing and transportation assistance. 


The advocate maintains contact with victims’ families throughout the investigation and 
helps prepare victims and their families for court appearances. The program assisted 72 families 
from June 1 to Dec. 31, 2007.



The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant 
which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice Department.


Riley notified Bob Burrell, president of the center’s board, that the grant had been 
approved. Matching funds of $4,898 will supplement the award.
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